
Position 3 and safety 
 
 
5.0 The problem: some associates are using extreme P3 positions on tight left-hand 
bends with restricted visibility and putting themselves in potential danger. It is 
understandable that associates want to demonstrate that they are applying advanced 
riding principles, and one of the obvious ways for them to do that is by positioning. We 
tend to emphasise the advantages of positioning, but are we placing sufficient 
emphasis on safety?  
 
 
 
Roadcraft  
 
6.0 Chapter 9 deals with positioning. 
 
At p.188 “Always consider safety before anything else. Be prepared to sacrifice any 
other advantage in the interests of safety.”  
 
“Aim to take a position that puts safety first, ensures good tyre grip and stability and 
provides the best view consistent with these objectives.”  
 
At p.190 “Always be prepared to sacrifice your road position for safety” 
 
6.1 Chapter 7 on cornering at p.160; “Safety is the overriding consideration. Position 
yourself so as to minimise your risk of coming into conflict with other road users.”  
 
At p.161 which deals with left hand bends, Roadcraft states: 
 
“Left-hand bends – position yourself towards the centre line so that you can get an 
early view round the bend. Before you take this position consider: 

 Approaching traffic or other offside dangers which need a greater margin of 
safety 

 Whether your position might mislead other traffic as to your intentions 
 Whether you’ll gain any advantage at low speed or on an open bend 

Don’t position yourself in a way that causes concern to other road users. Be 
prepared to modify your position in the interests of safety.” 
 
 
7.0 Many of you will be aware of the acronym S.L.A.P. This doesn’t appear in 
Roadcraft but it is a useful consideration in the formulation of a riding plan. 
  

 Is it Safe? 
 Is it Legal? 
 What does it Achieve? 
 What is likely to be the Perception of other road users? 



 
8.0 On a more gradual left hander (such as illustrated on Roadcraft p.161) 
positioning towards the centre of the road gives an earlier view but also allows time for 
you to modify your position for safety. But think about this; getting an early view is not a 
different consideration from safety. The whole purpose of having an early view is to 
enhance safety by giving more time to react to a hazard. There is simply no point in 
having an early view if it compromises safety. 
 
 
9.0 The tighter the bend the shorter the extension of view that will be achieved by 
using P3. To put it another way, the “advantage” gained in terms of an early view 
decreases in relation to the increase in severity of the bend, until it reaches a point 
at which the perceived advantage is minimal or non-existent.  
 
9.1 To be weighed against any perceived advantage is: 

 You are much less safe in P3 on a tight bend because of the reduced distance 
ahead you can see and therefore the reduced time you have to react to an 
oncoming vehicle 

 Use of P3 on a tight bend achieves very little increase of view 
 Tight bends with restricted sight lines are often also narrower B roads. The 

narrower the road the greater the risk due to the reduced lateral space. 
 The tighter the bend the greater the risk of an oncoming vehicle cutting the 

corner 
 The perception of the driver of an oncoming vehicle is of being suddenly 

confronted by a motorbike in the middle of the road 
 If you need to adjust your position to move away from an oncoming vehicle this 

will necessitate tightening the radius of turn rapidly at a point where you are 
already committed to the bend.  

 If you decide to brake that will tend to sit the bike up and move you further 
towards the oncoming vehicle 

 
 
Do you feel lucky, punk?  
 
10.0 You’re negotiating a tight left hand bend with high hedges and restricted visibility 
on a relatively narrow country road in P3. The distance you can see to be clear on your 
side of the road is 36 metres, so you’re travelling at 40mph. That is approximately 18 
metres per second. Just as you enter the bend you see a car coming the other way also 
at 40mph. Unfortunately for you it’s Mr Boy Racer in his Vauxhall Astra, who’s decided 
to take a bit of a racing line by clipping the centre of the road by a foot – so the offside of 
his car is right in your P3 position.  You need to swerve. Your combined closing speed is 
36 metres per second. Your thinking distance alone at 40mph is 12 metres. In the same 
time he’s also moved 12 metres nearer to you. By the time you commence your 
avoiding action the car is only 12 metres or 0.3 second away. Are you really happy that 
gives you sufficient time to take avoiding action? What if he was going faster than 
40mph? What if there was a damp patch on the road just where you swerve? What if 



you weren’t fully alert and concentrating? What if you just glanced in your mirror at the 
wrong time? 
 
 


