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Overtaking - Speed

e |tisacommon believed that itis OK to exceed the speed limit ‘safely’ or ‘a little
bit’to ‘make progress’ during an overtake.

e |tis said that the examiner will tell you to “get on with it” to get an overtake in.

e The examiner wants to see an overtake and if you don’t do one you’ll fail/get a
lower grade”

e [t’s all about progress, you need to overtake to show you’re making progress

Are these comments correct? Or are they ‘Urban Myth’?

Firstly, let’s look at Overtaking.

RoadCraft describes it as:

... “(overtaking) is a high-risk manoeuvre because you’re potentially putting your
bike/car into the path of oncoming traffic...”

We need to consider:

e Areyou familiar with your vehicle’s capability and characteristics?

e Isyourvehicle able to give enough acceleration?

e Canyou legally achieve the necessary speed?

e Have you assessed your vehicles capability in relation to the road user you are
overtaking?

e Dol needto (overtake)?

e Isthere enough road for you to pass?

e The speed and proximity of oncoming vehicles?

e Isthere the possibility of any unseen vehicles approaching?

e Isthere ablind area you can’t see into?

e What’s happening behind you?

e Whatdistance do you need to pass and regain your own side of the road?

e Have you noted any relevant road signs, markings or speed limits?

e Doyou have a‘landing’ space?

This is not an exhaustive list, but it underlines RoadCraft’s identification of it being a
high-risk and complex manoeuvre.

Given that overtaking is all the above, it is still a necessary skill that should be practiced
when safe, legal and appropriate to make reasonable progress and deal with moving
hazards.
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So, to the question posed. Can you exceed the speed limit to overtake, does the
examiner allow some slack to permit it, is it something required for a pass or higher
grade etc.?

Q. Does the law allow us to speed? What exemptions are there to exceeding the
speed limit?

In the UK, strict legal exemptions to exceeding the speed limit are generally
limited to specific emergency services and government functions when
performing their duties. General motorists cannot legally exceed the speed limit
in any circumstance, including emergencies or medical situations.

That is the answer. It's black and white. An examiner cannot condone any exceeding of

the posted limit. There is no exemption for an advanced candidate.

The answer is black and white.

An examiner will tell the candidate this.

They will also likely tell the candidate that;

1.
2.

6.

Itis theirride.

They may not be able to accurately assess the speed during an overtake as they
will be dealing with their own ride to plan and execute an overtake to maintain
their observation of you.

They will not exceed the speed limit in order to do so.

Whilst it may be safe (open road etc.) a Speed Camera van may be present and
will not distinguish between a 'quick spurt' to despatch an overtake and arider
exceeding the speed limit continually. Itis a snapshot AT THAT MOMENT IN TIME
- literally.

The examiner is not going to speed to catch the candidate. Their licence is
important to them, and their integrity equally so.

If there is any doubt - there is no doubt

The power to weight and the nimbleness of a powered two-wheeler means an
opportunity can develop quickly and you should be prepared to take advantage of such.
You just need to use The System - IPSGA. Take, Use and Give information, relative to the
circumstances and hazards presented.

Being in the correct position, speed and gear through observing, anticipating and
planning will give you the opportunity to decide and act when an overtake presents
itself. This is progress. Not overtaking everything regardless as fast as possible.
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How does the examiner mark a candidate’s overtaking?
The full Examiners Marking Manual is available for all members to view on the E-YARD
website (www.yard-advanced.org) under Training Documents.

From the Examiners Marking Manual these are the guidelines used by the Examiner to
mark how the candidate performed, or didn’t perform Overtaking

U OVERTAKING

Overtaking must always be conducted safely. There should be evidence that the
candidate has recognised an opportunity and planned the manoeuvre, even if itis not
carried through. Correct positioning and acceleration sense will add smoothness and
finesse to this manoeuvre. Remaining in the overtaking position for long periods may
indicate a lack of forward observation and may be interpreted as being aggressive.

Consistently exceeding a speed limit to overtake is not acceptable.
Marking guide-

1 Excellent. Well planned and executed overtakes demonstrated.

2 Good. Well planned, no opportunities lost.

3 Generally good, although the execution can suffer as a result of not
getting in touch with the vehicle to be overtaken.

4 Lacks the will to get to grips with the traffic in front, content to maintain
position.

5 Lost all pace rather than deal with overtakes.

6 Hurried and with little forward planning.

7 Failed to appreciate offside dangers when considering overtakes.

8 Rushed with little finesse shown. Untidy execution.
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These categories are awarded using the following Guidelines:

Progress/Planning

“Advanced riders/drivers demonstrate an ability to ride/drive at speed within the legal
limit that is safe for the situation. The examiner will be looking for you to ride/drive in a
manner that safe, smooth and systematic whilst making progress where it is
appropriate and also showing consideration for others. Itis however possible to be too
considerate and thereby adversely affect your own opportunities to make progress
during the test. In order to achieve the correct balance, it is vital that you concentrate
fully at all times”

Overtaking

“An advanced grade can be obtained without an overtake being made on test, however
if the opportunity is there the Examiner will be looking at how you deal with it. All
overtaking manoeuvres must be well planned, carried out safely and within the speed
limit. There is no exemption in law for exceeding the speed limit to complete an
overtake”
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