Making Progress

1.0 The problem: there is a risk that use of this expression puts pressure on associates to
go faster and/or take more risks than they are comfortable with, as a result of being worried
about being criticized for not making progress rather than having safety as their number one
priority.

1.1 Where does this expression come from?

What does it mean?

Is it part of advanced riding?

What role, if any, should making progress play in our training?

1.2 The expression is often used by training organisations; by Advanced Trainers; and by
examiners. If you Google it you’ll get a number of posts expressing concern about its
emphasis in advanced riding.

1.3 It seems to be regularly interpreted as going faster/taking every overtaking and
filtering opportunity and making maximum progress.

1.4 The dictionary definition of the noun progress is “Forward or onward movement
towards a destination”. So that’s not much help.

Roadcraft

2.0 Advanced training is based on Roadcraft. There is nothing in the index under making
progress or progress. There is nothing about making progress under the chapter headings or
subheadings.

2.1 In EGDE level 2 “Traffic” under “Knowledge and Skills you have to Master” it states;
“This is about observing, signalling, reading the road, assessing safety margins, obeying the
rules, anticipating danger and positioning your machine to make safe progress”.

2.2 At p.28 under the heading “The need for a system of motorcycle control” there is the
paragraph; “If you use the system consistently with the information-processing, observation
and anticipation skills discussed in Chapters 3 and 4, it will help you anticipate dangers
caused by other road users and avoid collisions. Your progress will be steady and
unobtrusive — the sign of a safe and competent rider”.

2.3 At p.116 under the heading “Braking and changing gear” we have; “The purpose of
your journey may influence how you use your gears. For example, on routine journeys your
goal is economic progress. For emergency response, your goal is to make rapid progress
safely”. But emergency response has no application to our training.



2.4 At p.226 under the heading “Filtering” it states; “When traffic is stationary or moving
in queues, motorcyclists can use their manoeuvrability and limited space requirements to
make progress.” But it then goes on to say; “The advantages of filtering along or between
stopped or slow-moving traffic have to be weighed against the disadvantage of your
increased vulnerability while filtering”

The ROSPA test

3.0 There is no section in the ROSPA Examiner test report for Making Progress.

3.1 In the ROSPA Advanced Motorcycle Test Guidelines under the heading of
“Progress/Restraint/Consideration” the guidance states;

“Advanced riders demonstrate an ability to ride at a speed within the legal limit that is safe
for the situation. The Examiner will be looking for you to ride in a manner that is safe,
smooth and systematic whilst making progress where it is appropriate and also showing
consideration for others. It is however possible to be too considerate and thereby adversely
affect you own opportunities to make progress during the test. In order to achieve the
correct balance it is vital that you concentrate fully at all times.”

That passage should be familiar to all of you; it appears at the front of our training booklet.

3.2 Here again, the reference to making progress is not absolute but qualified; those
gualifications being where it is appropriate and also showing consideration for others.

Conclusion

e Progress should be safe, steady, unobtrusive, appropriate and show consideration
for others.

e The emphasis should be on safety and planning

e There is nothing that requires maximum or rapid progress

e There is a balance between making progress, and consideration for others

e We should be aware of associates feeling under pressure (spoken or unspoken) to
make progress to the detriment of safety

Final thoughts

4.0 The word that best encapsulates what Roadcraft is about is safety.

4.1 1 in 8 collisions on rural roads in which the rider is killed or seriously injured happens
when the rider is overtaking a moving vehicle on the offside (Roadcraft p.204)



4.2 Two questions:

1. Have you ever put yourself in a potentially dangerous position by overtaking when you
shouldn’t have done?

2. Have you ever put yourself in a potentially dangerous position by not overtaking where
you had an opportunity to do so?



